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Congratulations on taking the initiative to enter the Al-Bireh Scholarship Contest.  Please follow the directions as outlined in this document. To ensure anonymity, essays will be emailed to a facilitator, rendered anonymous and delivered to the remaining members of the scholarship committee.  Please do not identify yourself within the essay.  We encourage you to submit as early as possible to reduce the chances of technical issues.  You will receive a confirmation email from the facilitator upon receipt of your essay.  Failure to follow the guidelines will result in immediate disqualification.
THE ESSAY PROMPT IS THE SAME FOR ALL TIERS
Please address the following prompt:
Describe how your connection to Al-Bireh has fostered your worldview.  In what way has this connection motivated you to pursue your choice of study?
Essays must be a minimum of 750 words not exceeding 1000 words.
Writing Guidelines (Rubric):
 Essays will be designated a number from 1-5 for each skill or task
1=Weak   2=Moderately Weak     3=Average     4=Moderately Strong     5=Strong
1.  The applicant introduces the topic in a clear and interesting fashion.
2. The applicant focuses on his/her personal thoughts and feelings about the topic or experience.
3. The applicant expresses the personal meaning or value of the topic or experience.
4. The applicant uses identifiable and concrete reasoning.
5. The applicant conveys authenticity in addressing the topic or experience.
6. The spelling, punctuation, and grammar within the essay are accurate.
7. The content fulfills all the requirements of the assignment.

HOW TO APPLY
1. Instructions on how to apply for scholarships are posted at www.albirehsociety.org. Please log in and complete the scholarship forms.
2. Register as an Al-Bireh society member at www.albirehsociety.org.
3. Email submission to albirehsociety.scholarship@gmail.com
4. Registration will be open July 15, 2018 until October 15, 2018.
5. The Scholarship Committee will review the applications.
6. Finalists will be notified by November 15, 2018.
7. An invitation to attend the Al-Bireh Society (ABS) gala will be mailed to finalists.
8. A private breakfast for scholarship recipients and donors will be held at the ABS Breakfast on December 23, 2018.
9. Final review criteria and college information will be required to submit scholarship to designated financial aid office.
10. Funds will be paid directly to the institution.
